COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
March 9, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on March 9, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk


Visitors:	Tonya Free	Merrill Sport	Jeff Strowd	Haley Mitchell
		Ryan McGhee		
		
	 				   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Merrill Sport to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of February 23, 2026. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilman Smith read since the last meeting, the police department had 203 calls for service not including building checks, made 55 traffic stops, wrote 35 citations, and gave 20 warnings. The department made 6 misdemeanor and no felony arrests.  There have been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting.  

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings reported Merrill has been busy getting everything registered. We are ready to start playing ball. We have some quotes for putting
g the fence around the splash pad. There are bike marks on the new tennis courts, so we are going to have to figure out how to address that. Mr. Sport discussed working on Wi-Fi extension at the park to include the bottom area that would be a one-time cost between $350 - $400, also working on Wi-Fi cameras and locks for tennis courts & splash pad area. Tim White’s quote on the fence for the splash pad are two options (1) 5’ chain link with rubber coating is $8,042 and (2) 6’ chain link with black rubber coating with two rows of barbed wire is $9,164. Mr. Sport discussed buying multi-colored armbands for the splash pad and offering the kids who participate in our league a summer pass that year and others would pay $1 a day. Mr. Sport stated he was thinking about opening the splash pad April 1st but pending the weather open spring break. The chief stated he would check with the state for the load capacity and contact the city’s insurance company. Councilman Billings stated he is looking into other places who have splash pads to see what their rules are. Before the splash pad opens, we will present the rules and regulations to the council. Next, Mr. Sport asked for an update on the trees downtown. Councilwoman Sport stated we are where we were last time. We have some ideas, but we are not going to get into that tonight. We have previously discussed those. 

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going well. 

Councilman Jones stated four years ago we had a service study done by Jackson Thornton. They gave us great information that we made use of. I talked with Fred Clark and Energy Southeast will pay for that to be done again. If the council would like to do this again, I will call and get that lined up again. After further discussion, Councilwoman Sport made a motion to allow Councilman Jones to contact Jackson Thornton to do another service study at no cost to the city with Energy South paying for it. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

[bookmark: _Hlk213838300]Next, the mayor presented an event request from Heather Coots with the Crenshaw County CPC, Inc for the Literacy Awareness R.E.A.D. to be held on April 25, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at Luverne Methodist Church DEI Center. Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Literacy Awareness R.E.A.D. to be held on April 25, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at Luverne Methodist Church DEI Center. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved.

Councilwoman Sport stated the council needed to go into executive session for purpose of economic development and potential sale of city property. Councilman Billings made a motion to go into executive session for purpose of economic development and potential sale of city property. Councilman Jones seconded the motion, and all was in favor. The council went into executive session at 5:53 p.m. Councilman Billings made a motion to come out of executive session. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor. The council came out of executive session at 6:12 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 
