COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
February 23, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on February 23, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman 5:41
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk


Visitors:	Jeff Strowd		Brock Flynn		  Kirk Alsbrooks
		Crystal Alsbrooks	Nola Flynn
	 				   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilman Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of February 9, 2026. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated Ruskin, and the mayor has signed the lease. They have a one-year lease on the Vanity Fair building for $3,500 a month. If Verano gets their license they will have to get out but they are good with that. Verano is also paying $1,000 a month to keep it available for them.

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 175 calls for service not including building checks, made 27 traffic stops, wrote 13 citations, and gave 14 warnings. The department made 6 misdemeanor and 1 felony arrests.  There have been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting.  

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings reported the tennis court and pickle ball courts are completed other than putting up some fencing and netting up to keep some things separated. They look good. We are having a problem keeping roller skates, skateboards and scooters etc., off. It is clearly marked with a sign on the fence. The splash pad is completed. We are trying to get some quotes for a fence to go around it. One option is wrought iron fencing that would last forever but would be around $29,000 and the other would be coated black fencing that would be around $10,000. All the sign ups are done. We will be hosting the girls district tournament this year for ages 7/8, 9/10 &11/12. Councilman Billings stated we are working on a proposal for fees for the splash pad. Merrill is proposing for the kids who sign up to play ball at the park to get a wristband to come in for the summer. If you did not support our park by signing up to play, then it would be $1.00 to get in. The mayor stated if the council agrees we will wait and hear Merrill’s proposal.

The mayor  stated the chief has already updated us on the airport. The chief  stated they are looking at June to possibly get started on the parking lot. The Tom Crowell property has been cleaned up. Attorney Jones stated there is a provision in the code stating once we assess that and we did that as part of the assessment that we make the assessment due within 30 days. If the payment is not made in 30 days the city can then sell it to pay the assessment. I’m in the process of advertising so we can do the sale hopefully and buy the property for what we paid to clean it up. Then it would be city property. 

Mayor Beasley called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported everything is going well. Spring is coming and there is a lot of burning going on. We are under a red flag warning. 

The mayor reported that the new convenience store coming in is going to build a retainer wall on the back side and they are pouring a slab from what I understand now. Mr. Flynn stated they are going to pour a retainer wall that will be backing up to Glenwood Avenue.

Mayor Beasley stated he went to the gas board meeting this past Thursday. The city got $9,000 for economic development. We will be splitting that with Crenshaw County Economic & Industrial Development Authority each getting $4,500.

The mayor opened the gasoline and diesel bids.  The only bid received was from J. Bryce Smith Oil Company. J. Bryce Smith bid 27 cents per gallon above dealer cost for gasoline and 27 cents per gallon above dealer cost for diesel. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the bids from J. Bryce Smith Oil Company. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously in favor.

Councilwoman Dawson stated she spoke to the people about the property that is falling down on Thomas and Glenwood Ave. The house on Thomas is supposed to be torn down and the trailer on Glenwood Ave is supposed to be renovated. 

	 Mayor Beasley stated the council needed to appoint a voting delegate for the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities. Councilman Jones made a motion to appoint Councilwoman Betty Dawson to be the voting delegate for the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities. Councilman Billings seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:

Yea:	Kip Smith		Abstained: Betty Dawson
		Beverly Sport
	Elliott Jones
	Eddie Billings

The motion carried.

Councilman Billings stated I would like to thank Mr. Alsbrooks and Mr. Flynn for the work they have done helping Merrill get the park ready with the city equipment and workers. It is a lot for one person to do. Without your help we could not do it every year so, thank you.
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 
 


