COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
February 9, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on February 9, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Pro-tem Elliott Jones
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	Absent:  Mayor Ed Beasley

Visitors:	Brock Flynn		  Kirk Alsbrooks
	 				   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Pro-tem called the meeting to order. The mayor pro-tem called on Councilwoman Sport to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Mike Jones to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor pro-tem called for the approval of the minutes of January 26, 2026. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated he sent a summary of the proposal agreement from C Spire and the proposed agreement. After some discussion, the council was in agreement to stay with the current agreement. Also, Attorney Jones stated he did verify the title is good in regard to the old T&B property that Councilwoman Dawson asked him to check on for the parking lot behind Pre’s and Preston’s. Councilwoman Dawson discussed that it may be more feasible to just cleanup and stripe the parking area instead of seeking a grant. 

	Mayor Pro-tem stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor pro-tem called everyone’s attention to the police report. Since the last meeting, the police department had 160 calls for service not including building checks, made 24 traffic stops, wrote 10 citations, and gave 14 warnings. The department made 1 misdemeanor and 2 felony arrests.  There have been 2 animal control calls since the last meeting. The chief reported the kiosk machine has been installed, paid for, and is operational at the airport. 

Mayor Pro-tem called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings reported the splash pad is completed with the exception of the fence and they are laying the sod today. The court is now striped. It was locked throughout the weekend to allow everything to be cured. There are two functioning tennis courts and two functioning pickle ball courts (one of the tennis courts is striped for both and the basketball court is striped). Dr. Billings stated there has been discussion between Merrill and me on whether to charge to use the splash pad. 

The mayor pro-tem stated the chief has already updated us on the airport. The chief also stated the geologist and the geo technical team should be here Thursday and Friday on the parking lot. I will meet with them and maybe they will give us a start date. 

Mayor Pro-tem called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith reported Chief Money has applied for three grants: personal protection equipment, washer & dryer and a new fire truck. 

Attorney Jones stated he is waiting to hear back from David Cox on the Vanity Fair building. He wanted some additional time to vacate if Verano gets their license. We had 30 days, so I have emailed Verano to see if they are good with some additional time. As soon as I hear back, I will let you know. 

The mayor pro-tem stated to be praying for the mayor. He is out sick tonight.

Mayor Pro-tem stated there are two reappointments up for the Library Board. After some discussion, Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Jill King to the Library Board. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and all was in favor. Next, Councilman Smith made a motion to reappoint Dr. S. Patrick Walker to the Library Board. Councilman Billings seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved.

The mayor pro-tem presented the council with Ordinance 26-01 Amendment to remove mobile homes as an accepted us in the city. Councilwoman Sport made a motion for unanimous consent to consider Ordinance 26-01. Councilman Billings seconded the motion and the vote was unanimously approved. Councilwoman Sport made a motion to adopt Ordinance 26-01. Councilwoman Dawson seconded the motion, and all was in favor. The Ordinance is as follows:

ORDINANCE NUMBER 26-01

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LUVERNE AS FOLLOWS:

	Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Luverne, Alabama, as follows:

Chapter 22, Zoning, of the City Code of the City of Luverne is hereby amended as follows:

Any reference to residential trailers, manufactured homes or mobile homes shall be deleted from the zoning ordinance as a permitted use in any district.

Specifically, Chapter 22, Article 5 is hereby amended to delete manufactured homes as a permitted use in Single Family Residential District, R-2.

Chapter 22, Article 5 is amended so that mobile home parks are deleted as a permitted use in Multi-Family Residential Districts, R-3, and any other district.

Chapter 22, Article 5 is amended so that residential manufactured homes are deleted as a permitted use in Residential Suburban Districts, R-S, and any other district

Chapter 22  is hereby amended to add the following:

No manufactured or mobile home of any type or description shall be allowed within the city limits of Luverne.

Mobile homes or manufactured homes that are a legally permitted use as of the passage of this ordinance shall remain legally permitted but once removed cannot be replaced.

	Done and approved this 9th day of February 2026.

Councilwoman Dawson stated she is looking at contacting a couple of people about some property that is falling down. I spoke to them a year or two ago but didn’t bring it before the council. One is on Thomas Street and the other is the corner of Spivey Street and Glenwood Avenue. 

Councilman Smith discussed the curbing in front of the Tom Thumb being busted up. Mr. Flynn stated that is state right of way and he will contact Jimbo Campbell. 

Councilwoman Sport discussed the cost of the classes that are now required for the mayor and councilmembers to complete. The city has agreed to reimburse us for those classes. Also, reminder if you haven’t done your Statement of Economic Interest it is due in April.

There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned. 
 

