COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF LUVERNE
January 12, 2026

	The City of Luverne Council met in regular session on January 12, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the City Hall Building. The following members were present:

Mayor Ed Beasley	
Betty Dawson, Councilwoman
Kip Smith, Councilman
Beverly Sport, Councilwoman
Elliott Jones, Councilman
	Eddie Billings, Councilman 
Attorney Mike Jones
	Mike Johnson, Chief
	Margie Gomillion, Clerk

	 
	Visitors: Brock Flynn		Billy Crumpton	Jeff Strowd
		   Haley Mitchell 			
				   
[bookmark: _Hlk208298243]	Mayor Beasley called the meeting to order. The mayor called on Councilwoman Sport to lead the pledge of allegiance to the flag and Councilman Smith to say a prayer.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk208302089]The mayor called for the approval of the minutes of  December 8, 2025. Councilman Billings made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion. The vote was unanimously approved. 

Under old/unfinished business, Attorney Jones stated concerning the Vanity Fair building we signed a letter of intent with Verano. I had a call from David Cox today and they probably are going to want to lease the warehouse part of the building for a year. If Verano doesn’t obtain its license they are interested in buying the building for the price we had said. Mr. Jones discussed that Verano is going to build in phases. They don’t have to have the whole building available to submit their application. They just need to show the availability for the first phase, which is basically the office area. If they are awarded the license, they wouldn’t need any more than the front part for probably close to another year. So, talking with David Cox, I told him possibly the city could rent the back part to them for a year with the understanding if Verno needs it we would have to make arrangements. If they don’t get their license, we would still be interested in doing a lease and working with them. Mr. Cox’s company has offered $3,500 a month for the back area that is approximately 20,000 square	feet that they would use for warehouse. Chief Johnson got a quote to fix the sprinklers, so we need to go ahead and fix them. We can’t get anyone in there until they are fixed. The cost was less than $25,000. After further discussion, Councilman Billings made a motion to give Chief Johnson the authority to fix the sprinklers at the Vanity Fair building and Attorney Jones to draft a lease for David Cox. Councilwoman Sport seconded the motion, and all was in favor.

	Mayor Beasley stated everything was routine for the administrative report. Everyone has a copy of the report in their packet. 
 
	The mayor called everyone’s attention to the police report. Councilwoman Sport stated since the last meeting, the police department had 463 calls for service not including building checks, made 96 traffic stops, wrote 35 citations, and gave 61 warnings. The department made 23 misdemeanors and 5 felony arrests.  There have been 2 animal control call since the last meeting. The chief gave a report on the items that were previously declared surplus and sold:

	2009 Ford Crown Vic		$  2,325
	2009 Ford Crown Vic		$  2,425
	1999 GMC Dump Truck	$  6,700
	1994  Ford Dump Truck 	$  6,350
Leaf Vacuum			$  2,025
2010 Vermeer Chip Trailer	$15,000
Total				$34,825	

	Mayor Beasley reminded everyone of the importance of recycling cardboard. 

The mayor called on Councilman Billings for the park report. Councilman Billings stated registration starts this week. Drafts will be February 2nd and league will open up on March 2nd. We are still about two weeks out on having the splash pad completed. We will have to put some grass and fencing around it. I appreciate the city electric department getting the lights working around the walking trail and tennis courts. Mr. Flynn stated power and water are also at the building for the splash pad.

	Mayor Beasley asked Attorney Jones to give an update on the airport. Mr. Jones stated he and the mayor had a pre-project phone conference today in regard to the airport grant. This is in regard to replacing the taxiway at the airport. It’s going to be about a $500,000 project. The Department of Transportation is going to help us more than that  but want to do it in phases. This is the first phase, so probably looking at doing the work starting sometime in June. We went over everything today with the engineer, ALDOT and the ADECA representative. There shouldn’t be any problems. One of the results of that and we need to let Leon Hiebert know for about 30 to 45 days there will not be a taxiway for him to get planes into his hangar. The mayor asked the chief to let Mr. Hiebert know. 

The mayor asked if anyone had any comments on the library. Councilwoman Dawson stated they have a nice program outlined for the next three months. The clerk stated the libraries annual dinner theatre Steel Magnolias is Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at the Luverne United Methodist Church DEI Center. The silent auction begins at 5:30 p.m., dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., and the play begins at 7:00 p.m.
 
Mayor Beasely called on Councilman Smith to report on Fire/Rescue. Councilman Smith stated everything is going well.  

The mayor stated Cenergy is about finished with their grading. The city wound up with about 870,000 cubic feet of good dirt out of that excavation project. We had run out of dirt at the lagoon. 

Councilman Jones discussed the new company that has taken over the hospital Frey Medical Management has submitted an application to economic development here for one of the zero percent interest Energy Southeast Development loans. They have a meeting on that tonight to vote it through. I’ve asked Attorney Jones to work on a resolution for the council to vote on as part of the process of securing the loan. The loan is for $500,000  zero percent interest to be paid back $100,000 per year for five years. They are going to build a 25,000 square foot sound sobriety rehab center. 

Mayor Beasley presented the council with Resolution 011226 assessing the cost for the Tom Crowell property Airport Road. After some discussion, Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt Resolution 011226. Councilman Billings seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimously approved. The resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION 011226

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the report of costs to clean up and demolish the unsafe structure located on the following described property is hereby fixed at Ten Thousand One Hundred Eighteen and 40/100 ($10,118.40) Dollars and represents the costs reasonably incurred by the City of Luverne and that the same shall be provided to the Crenshaw County Revenue Commissioner and recorded in the Probate Office of Crenshaw County, Alabama.

[bookmark: _Hlk215837805]A lot or parcel of land adjacent to the Luverne Municipal Airport in the shape of a triangle, more particularly described as follows:  Commence at the northwest corner of the parking and hangar area of said Airport and run southeasterly along the line of said parking and hangar area 320 links to a corner; run thence southwesterly along the northwest line of the Airport property 555 links to a corner; run thence northeasterly directly to the point of beginning, containing .888 acres, more or less, and lying partly in the NW ¼ of SW ¼ and partly in the NE ¼ of SW ¼, Section 21, Township 9, Range 18, Crenshaw County, Alabama.

In accordance with Code of Alabama 1975, §11-53B-7, the cost assessed are to be paid in cash no later than 30 days after the date of this assessment

APPROVED and ADOPTED this 12th day of January, 2026.


Councilwoman Dawson stated she will be attending the Advocacy Day in Montgomery at the Renaissance next week on the 21st.

Councilman Jones stated we need to discuss sometime about elected officials now being required to take education classes that are $45 per class. That is a bill that I think the city should pay for each council member being that it’s required.

The mayor called on Brock Flynn. Mr. Flynn reported the new bucket truck is in the warehouse if anyone wants to see it. 

Councilwoman Dawson reported she is still working on getting a grant to resurface the parking lot behind Pre’s and Preston’s.

Councilman Billings stated John McManigle is retiring from the Luverne Fire Department after 31 years of consecutive service. We do appreciate his service and everything he has given on behalf of that.  

Attorney Jones stated he forwarded an email today to everyone on the cable franchise for you to review. If you have any questions let me know.

	There being no further business to come before the meeting, Councilman Billings made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Jones seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned.
